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being near the Border, whence a body of her agility and spirit,
* with devices of towels or toys at her chamber window \ could
easily escape in the night; she rarely went to bed before one in
the morning, outstaying her custodian. She was transferred to
Bolton Castle in Wensleydale. c Surely, if I should declare the
difficulties that we have passed before we could get her to re-
move/ her custodian wrote, 'instead of a letter I should write
a story, and that somewhat tragical!? It was Elisabeth's cousin,
Sir Francis Knollys, who had the harassing task of playing host
to an unwilling, tempestuous, and tearful guest. He wrote
copiously of his troubles.

A formula was needed to excuse this treatment of Mary, and
-was readily found. It would be very prejudicial to Elizabeth's
honour - it ran - especially as an unmarried Queen and the near
kinsman and former sovereign of Darnley, to receive Mary
while she lay under the imputation of complicity in her hus-
band's murder. It had the merit of leading by a natural step to
the all-important plan of mediation. Mary having asked to
justify herself before Elizabeth, she answered, * O Madam! there
is no creature living who wishes to hear such a deckration more
than I, or will more readily lend her ears to any answer that will
acquit your honour.' She announced that she would act as judge
between her and her subjects - a request Mary was far from
making - and once honourably acquitted, would receive her. It
was in the interests of her own cause, she assured Mary, not to
come to her presence, since otherwise her enemies would say
that the Queen of England was no competent or meet judge for
them. To signalize her impartiality she sent an order to Murray
to cease harrying Mary's supporters, now that she was to judge
between them. The messenger made a detour to call on Mary7
while Cecil and others dispatched a hasty warning, bidding
Murray get his job done!

It was not without great passion and weeping and complaints
of evil usage that Maty was brought to agree to the plan. She
was an absolute prince, she declared, and had no other judge but
God, whereas my Lord of Murray and his followers were but
-sub jects? yea and traitors. How could they be a party against herj.